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arrived was noticeable, as was the frantic applause
that greeted Villeroi and Madame de Ventadour.
On 17th August the king himself came to the
Cathedral in a two-horse carriage surrounded by
his hundred Swiss guards and a huge retinue of
courtiers. An eye-witness of the ceremony, Barbier
tells that Louis XV would have come much
sooner to give thanks for his recovery, if he had
not been hindered by an ecclesiastical dispute.

The fact was that the canons of Notre-Dame
claimed the sole right of saying Mass before the
sovereign, while the High Chaplain asserted that
it was his exclusive right. After many discussions
the Regent decided that the king would not hear
Mass in the choir but in the Chapel of the Virgin,
a low Mass said by the High Chaplain. The French
and Swiss Guard assembled on zo^ August to
sing a Te Deum to the accompaniment of the
drum; they met in the Plaine des Sablons where
the king complimented them on his return from
the hunt- Thus Paris affirmed her loyalty with
uncustomary magnificence; there were free perfor-
mances of Italian comedy and everyone could find
amusement. That population so easily roused did
not fail to show its discontent at times; it detested
injustice and displayed a critical temper. A coach-
man of the Rue des Grands-Augustins who had
robbed his master of a bar of iron worth thirty
sous was handed over to the magistrates and
condemned to be flogged publicly and to be
branded on the shoulder with a fleur-de-lys. He
was placed before the door of the owner of the